
Changes  and Questions by 121BCE 
• 1.  From a small city-state with 

allies in Italy to a world empire 
influenced by Hellenistic Greeks, 

• With a capital city populated by 
poor and landless  from all Italy 

• 2.  From rule by a senate of  ex-
magistrates directed by 
constitution  and consilium  to 
increasing power of people 
manipulated by politicians and 
generals 

• 3.  From a small citizen army made 
up of landholders to  an army 
recruited from landless and led by 
powerful generals 

• 4.  From an economy dependent on 
agriculture of small  landholders to 
an economy based on large estates, 
commerce, and slavery  

 

• Can a city state govern an 
empire? 

• Can it adapt its institutions to 
meet the challenge of its new 
responsibilities? 

• Can Rome produce men of insight 
and goodwill to persuade the 
governing class and the people to 
sacrifice individual gain for 
common good? 

 



Parallel Lives 
  Agesilaus, King of Sparta, 400-360 BCE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• We have reduced most of Asia, driven 
back the barbarians, made arms 
abundant in Ionia. But since you bid 
me, according to the decree, come 
home, I shall follow my letter, may 
perhaps be even before it. For my 
command is not mine, but my 
country's and her allies'. And a 
commander then commands truly 
according to right when he sees his 
own commander in the laws and 
ephors, or others holding office in the 
state 

Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus 106-48 BCE 



Father, Cnaeus Pompeius Strabo, 135–87 BC 

• “Vilest man alive “?          Desecration in death 

• Mutiny in Camp   3 

• Desecration in Death 1 



General Characteristics, 1-2 
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From Marians to Sulla, 5-9, 6* 
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Victories for Sulla 
Carbo and Perpenna in Sicily 10 

• Domitius in Libya; Soldiers  
make him disobey Sulla 11-13 

Triumph for Magnus 13-14* 

 

 

 

 

• Lepidus and Brutus in Gaul 15-
16 



Sertorius, the Last Marian Holdout 
 in Spain with Metellus 17-21 
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Second Triumph and Consulship, 21-23 
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Pirate Problem Requires Extraordinary 
Command?  24-25* 

 

Objections and Sabotage 
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Pompey’s Strategy, 26-29 

  



Questionable Actions 29-31 
Metellus and Octavius 

• Envy and childishness 

Lucullus removed out of envy 
and quest for glory 

• Another extraordinary command, given 
while he is in East , replacing  victorious  
general  



Going After Mithradates VI, 32-42 



Memorable Events 
• Invited to Tigranes in Armenia 

33 

 

 

 

•   

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Albanians and Amazons, 35 

• Mithridates’ Women and Gifts, 36 

 

 

 

 

• Plutarch’ s judgment 38* 

• In Judaea,  

• 39 

 

 

 

 

 

• Good Acts 

• 39 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Victory, 41- 43  
 

 

• Mithridates kills self after son Pharnaces  
revolts 

 

 

• Pompey sees possessions of Mithridates 

 

 

 

 

• Settles affairs in East and comes home 

• Divorces unfaithful wife 

• Releases troops and welcomed to city, 43* 



Illegal Entry and Third Triumph, 44-45 
  Cato the Younger 
  opposes 

• 1.The Senate, headed by the 
magistrates without their lictors 

• 2.Trumpeters; 3Carts with the spoils 
4.White bulls for sacrifice 

• 5.Arms and insignia of the conquered  

• 6.The enemy leaders , with their 
relatives and other captives *45 

• 7.The lictors of the imperator, their 
fasces wreathed with laurel 

• 8.The imperator himself, in a chariot 
drawn by two (later four) horses 

• 9.Adult sons and officers of  imperator 

• 10.The army without weapons or 
armor (since the procession would 
take them inside the pomerium), but 
clad in togas and wearing wreaths.  

Two Separate Days for Procession 
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Debatable Issues, 46-47 
• Caesar wants consulship 

• Pompey wants settlements 
in east approved and  

• Land For soldiers. 

• Crassus wants glory 

• Opponents 

• Cato the Younger 

• Lucullus, who had made his 
own settlements in the east 

• Pompey looks to tribune 
Clodius for support 
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                              47-48 
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Problems in Rome,  48-53 
Pompey dallies; Clodius causes 
mayhem, Caesar gets stronger 

Pompey gets another special command:Chief of 
Corn Supply; Consul with Crassus  55,  52* 
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Ambition, Rivalry and Fear, 53-60 
• After Crassus’ and Julia’s deaths, 

• Rumor of new civil war or 
tyranny flies through city.   

• Caesar’s friends asked that his 
provincial command be 
extended, or stand for consul in 
absentia. 

• Pompey openly becomes  allied 
with optimates.   

 

• Caesar, about to complete  duty 
in Gaul, requests to keep his 
army so long as Pompey has his 
soldiers in the city.  Tribunes 
Antony and Curio, and Cicero try 

• To negotiate compromise 

• Some want a tyrant to 
restore order; 53 Pompey 
made sole consul.  54* 

•  Cato opposes.  He must be 
lay down arms first and be 
an ordinary citizen 

• People grumble about 
another young wife and  
hypocritical  behavior; few 
mistakes;  Pompey 
overconfident 

• Plutarch’s opinion 58 

• Opponents refuse, insult 
tribunes, threaten  

• Treason charge 



The Die is Cast, 60-65 

Caesar’s Entry 
• Puts city in order 

• Gets treasury 

• Plans to follow  

•   Pompey  fail 

• Decides to go to Spain first to 

• Get Pompey’s  

• soldiers from 

•  Spain first.   

• Crosses Alps, Italy, 

•  and sea 

• Tries for  

• compromise 

 

 

Pompey’s Flight 
• City in panic;  Pompey chosen 

Commander in Chief; has few 
troops ready, indecisive. 

• Finally declares state of war and 
requires all on his side to flee the 
city 

•  with him 

• Judgment of flight*63 

• :  Forces and  leaders flock to         
 him ; victory in  engagements 

• Closes off ports to Caesar 

 

 

 

– Caesar’s judgment  65 

 

 



Plans and Future Plans, 66-68 

• Julius Caesar      Senators in Camp  Pompey 

• Undermanned     Want to go back to          Plans delaying tactics 66* 

• Undersupplied      Italy have election           Begins to follow Caesar 
Needs to have        

• Battle 

• Moves around Second guessing Weakens and caves in 67* 
 

• ,  

 
•   

•                                                          B 



Battle of Pharsalus 69-72 
Judgments  
• Caesar of Strategy 69* 

• People on causes of battle 70* 

• Pompey’s disbelief  72 

• Caesar sees folly of his enemies 

• 72* 

 

 



     Flight, 74-76 

 
• Sends slaves to Caesar 

• Takes only friends 

• Picks up wife and son on Lesbos74* 

• Tells city to submit to a merciful Caesar 

• Visits philosopher Cratippus 75* 

• Sees his mistake in not keeping close to navy 

• Looks for safe refuge away from Roman province or 
barbarians 

• Theophanes suggests Egypt for safety of wife Cornelia 



De            Deceit and Death, 77-80 
•  Conspirators: Pothinus, Rhetoric 

teacher Theodotus of Chios, Achillas the 
Egyptian, and Septimius, former officer 
of Pompey, and a centurian named 
Salvius 

• Debate about what to do  77* 



Caesar Avenges His Enemy/Friend  
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